; 44 of these patients were males and 13 females (3-3 : 1) ; while of the total cases of gastric ulcer 76 were males and 26 females, a ratio of 2*9: I. The average age of this total group was 59 years, being 63 years for men and 47-8 years for women. In the patients with large gastric ulcers the ages were rather less. The average age was 53 years, being 55 years for men and 46-6 years for women.
They comprised patients admitted to a general medical ward with symptoms suggestive of peptic ulcer, patients with sudden haematemesis and those who were found to have an incidental ulcer during the investigation of some other condition. There were 435 cases of duodenal ulcer (81 per cent.) and 102 cases of gastric ulcer (19 per cent.), a ratio of 4*2 : 1. Of these gastric ulcers 57 (55-8 per cent.) were found to have a diameter greater than 2-5 cm. ; 44 of these patients were males and 13 females (3-3 : 1) ; while of the total cases of gastric ulcer 76 were males and 26 females, a ratio of 2*9: I. The average age of this total group was 59 years, being 63 years for men and 47-8 years for women. In the patients with large gastric ulcers the ages were rather less. The average age was 53 years, being 55 years for men and 46-6 years for women.
These figures are not, however, statistically significant. They can be seen more clearly in Table I .
Symptomatology
It is interesting to compare the symptoms of the 45 patients with ulcers less than 2-5 cm. in diameter with the 57 who have ulcers greater than 2*5 cm.
In the former group of patients 29 gave a previous history of stomach trouble, 20 had complained of epigastric pain for an average period of five years and 9 had suffered from indigestion, gastric flatulence and a sensation of epigastric fullness and distension.
The average duration of these latter symptoms was ten years. In the patients with large gastric ulcers, 29 had a previous history of typical ulcer pain, the average duration of which was three and a half years ; 6 patients gave a history of indigestion for an average period of six Compared with the gastric analysis of patients with small ulcers this hypochlorhydria is statistically, and should be clinically, significant.
The size, and thus the criterion for small or large gastric ulcers, is usually determined by radiological examination. In addition the site and shape of the ulcer, gastric deformity, local tenderness, peristaltic activity, mucosal pattern and evidence of healing are all important factors in assessing the benign or malignant nature of the ulcer. All the small gastric ulcers showed radiological evidence of their innocent character. Twenty-one per cent, of the large ulcers had signs suggestive of malignancy. It was found at operation, however, that all these ulcers were benign.
In spite of the established teaching that all gastric ulcers greater than 2-5 cm. in diameter are or may become malignant, no instance of carcinomatous ulcer was found in this series.
The size of the ulcer does not generally delay healing, unless the ulcer is eroding the body of the pancreas.
None of the patients with small ulcers died. The mortality rate was 12-5 per cent, in the group with large ulcers. Only 5 of the deaths, however, in these 7 cases could be attributed to the ulcer?perforation in one and massive haematemesis in 4 of the patients.
Summary
The incidence, symptomatology, gastric analysis, radiological appearances, results of treatment, incidence of malignancy and mortality of a group of patients with large gastric ulcer are discussed and compared with similar findings in a series with small gastric ulcers.
I wish to thank Professor D. M. Lyon for the use of the case material and his help in the compilation of this paper.
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